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, SITE Rufford Recreation Ground (Wood) ,

GRID SD469 I 5 I !

, I. . Natural area Lancashire Plain and VaDeys (copy attached) :\

Character area JJanca..hire and Amoundernes.. Plain (copy attached) I

Local Authorities West Lancashire District Council, Lancashire County Council

, 1. ,../ SITE ASSESSMENT: i

!
a Size O.9ba (approx.)

.' . r- b Tenure The site is owned and managed by Rufford Parish Council

.\

c General Information-
," . Location The site abuts the western side oftbe A59, Li..'CTJX>OI Road, in ,

Rufford. Rufford Old Hall is to its east and the mature ~ens of Flash LaDe are to its ,.
w~t, Rufford Park further ..vest and Mere Sands Wood further ..vest a~in. .. Description The Recreation Ground Woodland is deciduous, of the oak and I

bi~h ~ typical of the light acid soils that dominate the Lancashire Plain.. ('ultural The Recreation Ground and its woodlaoo are well used by '\
residents, as an area for quiet recreation and dog walking.

, d Features of importance ,

A) UK Priority Species/habitats t

The following occur regularly at the site and are subject to UK Action Plans. I

(Their designation as "Priorities" In the UK Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) means that special
conservation cffort is directed towards them. Desigrurtion does not nea:ssarily mean they are rare,I'"'"' but Indicates a major concern aOOut their status). \\

.S'pecies: Breeding: Song Tbmsh. Bullrmch
Using site during brceding season: Starling. House Sparrow

,~ OccaslonaJly recorded on sitc: Les~r Spotted Woodpecker. Spotted J1ycatrher.
Willow Tit. Reed Bunting

tHistorical (~rded in last ten years but no longer pesent): Red Squirm

t
Habitats: Wet woodlaJId (8 small (X)lnJXUtment, cpl)

B) County BAP (Lancashire) !,'

,
A regional extension to the UK BAP, a local BAP, has ~n produced for Lancashire. The

, following ~ies and habitats that occur in the Recreation Ground woodland, are subject to Action ,, Plans in the Lancashire BAP and are in addition to those in the UK Plan.

Species: Bats (the county plan considers all species of bat in a single plan) ,
Hablfars: Broadleavtd and Mixed Woodland ,

~\
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. (Tn the spirit of the BAP, the woodland's importance should be seen as PJIt ofalargertmct of
r largely deciduous \voodland extCllding from Rufford Old Hall to Mere San& Wood). ,

~ '. C) Wildlife site ,.

At county level sites of wildlife importance that fall ouui& national importance, and thus statutory ,

. ' protcction, an: tistcd as Biological Hcritagc Sites (BHS). Fcaturcs leading to a site ooing BHS
I listed are considered during development planning procedures. ~ord Recreation Ground does

not meet the county criteria but in the contiguous land at Rufford Patk is listed (Sfte 4JNEOJ), for ;\
its mammal! and parl<fand and lCattered tift!. The Recreation Ground should be viewed a.~ a :

buffer to this land

~ 2 S D " ,
\1 ummary escrlption ,
, '

I : Rufford Recreation Ground woodland is a deciduous wood (NVC WIO and 16) I

. with an oak canopy with birch, sycamore and beech, a bush layer of elder, holly.
", rowan and related saplings and a field layer of bramble, ivy, soft rush and grasses \

(Agro,\"ui.v capillari.\" being the most abundant). At the southern end 8 small ;
cOmpartment of wetter woodland exists, with a willow and oak canopy, elder bush
layer and a nettle dominated field layer. West Lancashire is one of the least

P wooded districts in a sparsely wooded county. The Recreation Ground woodland ,forms an element of the district's second largest woodland, when it is considered t.

., as a part ora tract of broad leaved and mixed woodland that extends east to westfrom Rufford Old Hall to Mere Sands Wood, and Smithy Wood to the north. I

The value of the site for visitors is high. It is accessible, adjacent to a weIl-
I ' . used playing field and it abuts the Village Hall and its car park. Map One defines .\

'. the management compartments and is annotated with brief descriptions of these. :

1

, 3 Confirmation of Features ,

~ 8. Size t
This is a small site, with the most valuable compartment (the Wet Woodland. cp \

1) only 0 15ha. This is probably insufficient to support viable populations of many
of the specialist plant and animal species a.~sociated with habitats. But the site is

r an important buffer around more expansive wood and parkland and forms a useful :\
grccn cotTidor for spccies moving through the larger woodland unit.

t b. Diversity ,. The woodland is comprised of two types of woodland The National Vegetation

, Classification types these most closely fit are WIO and W16. neither ofthcse ,
types of woodland is associated with diverse flora and the small siz;e of the wood i

I limits the diversity of fauna.
,

~. Naturalness \
The woodland represents an essentially artificial habitat. The occurrence of
mature beech, sycamore and rhododendron, with a specimen yew, indicate

~ . planti.ng of species not native to this area. Several of the oak trees are hybrids with
,the aIlen Turkey oak and there are some pure Turkey oaks. The small wet

. i woodland compartment however appears to be a natural community. ,
I \

I
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d. Rarity ,
~ Wet woodland is UK BAP Priority Habitat. Woodland is uncommon in West

fLancashire. Several Red listed, UK priority bird species occur on site (see Section t

l.d.A). .
eo FragUity ;\
The woodland understorey in compartment three is mostly species poor due in
part to the spread of the non-native and invasive rhododendron. Without

. intervention, the spread of rhododendron ~8 likely to spread ~d ~eriously d~plete
,the native flora throughout the areas of dner woodland. The site IS well equipped ;

, to cope with visitor pressure by the provision of car parking facilities, footpaths t
and a durable habitat. ;

'.
I"'" f. Typicalness

The development of birch and oak woodland is typical of that on acid soils in .,West Lancashire, including the canopy sycamore and understorey rhododendron, .

which are common introductions to many woodlands in the region The wet
~ woodland in compartment one is also typical of the regenerating damp copses on ,

the mosslands in the district .

0., ,
g. R«orded History i

; .' Unknown.

h. Position in the Ecological/Geographitai Unit .,
As previously ascertained (Section 2), the Recreation Ground woodland forms an :

element of the district's second largest woodland that extends east to west from
, Rufford Old Hall to Mere Sands Wood, and Smithy Wood to the north. ,

, i. Potential ,
; The quality and structure of the woodland can be improved by continual removal I

, , of sycamore saplings and whips and of rhododendron.

""'"' The syre has potential for increased use b~ residents and by visitors to Village Hall J:i'

functIons. The flat and generally well-drained path through the woodland could be . \
up graded to allow wheelchair use. The open areas in compartment 3 may be an

~ appropriate spot for benches or similar countryside furniture. ,

'. j. Intrinsic Appeal f

, The woodland is small, but in places Quite dense. This can give an impression of I

, .~ being in the wild without ever being far from facilities. This makes it an ide-.al
excursion for those not wishing to venture far, but wanting a ta~1e of a lypical
West Lancashire wood. ,

. 4 Factor~ Which Influence Or May Influence Tbe Features Of

. The Site ,

..' .. Internal Natural Facto" ,
. I , The spread of non-native rhododendron will prevent the development I

.!' of a more natural wildlife-rich understorey.

,

, ,



; 2. The deveJopment of sycamore saplings to maturation will lead to the ,;~~~~?E1
~ closing of the canopy and eventuaJ impoverishment of bush and field "'~j~}~~r?~~~

layers. ""o;~;;",,"~::
3. The long-term. nahJral suC(:ession of the wet woodland could lead to a ::,~;""f,~

drying out and development ioto similar type of woodland in "~;;:
compartment 2 and 3. tj

b. Man induced Facton
1. The site has great potential for attracting small numbers of visitors.

. 2. Lack of resources is likely to be a Jimiting factor in equipping,
, managing and interpreting the site.

to. E~temal Factors
1. ImpaCt of litter and vandalism will detract from the intrinsic appeal.
2. Unauthorised lighting of fifes could endanger wildlife.
3. Grey squirrel have spread in West Lancashire and have been present in

I Rufford since) 993.
I""'"'" I 4. Seed sources of non-native plants (sycamore, rhododendron, horse

:' chestnut) from surrounding land.
~" is. Dumping of vegetative waste and inadvertent spread of rampant
>:, I garden escapes (e.g. Lamia\1nJm argentahmr in compartment 4).
~",

d. Management Constraints
1. Any conditions laid down in the conveyance of the land to the Parish

Council.
2. A felling licence from the Forestry Commission will be necessary for

! any woodland operation involving the felling of more than 5 cubic
metres in anyone calendar quarter

; 3. The following species relevant to the site are specifically protected
I under the Wildlife and Countryside Act, 1981 (as amended): all
, species of bat (Schedules 5 and 6).
f 4, Under the Owner's Liability Act. the landowner must ensure that every

I reasonable care is taken to remove any risks to both legitimate visitors
I and to trespassers on the site. This includes ensuring that all footpaths
! or other constructions are safe, removing any hazardous objects and~, . conducting a safety audit in order to identify any further hazards

I ' 5. Under the Health and Safety at Work Act, 1974, all operations on the

, site must be undertaken by trained personnel, using methods and
'1 equipment approved by the Health and Safety Executive. A safetyt audit is also required.

~ I11 5 Management Objectives

\~ I S.t Objectives
1. Monitor and maintain the populations and diversity of notable breeding and

wintering bird species.
! 2. Monitor and maintain any bat species.
tl J. Enhance the structure and wildlife value of the woodland.

'1

\~

:
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4. Increase community awareness of the value site and encourage quiet. enjoyment and appreciation.

5. Develop community involvement with the site
6. Fulfil all legal and other obligations,

5.2 Rationale ,;~!;
"'-"c'f

. Birds;~I c;,

. The notable bird species should benefit from good managcment of the
woodland, particularly the wet woodland (compartment 1) and the largest
compartment of birch woodland (compartment 4).

"

Bats
I Neighbouring Rufford Park and nearby Mere Sands Wood are arguably the
, top bat sites in West Lancashire. It follows that the woodland at the Recreation
: Ground will be used by bats for foraging and that some of the older trees may

host roosts. Monitoring will be required to confirm this.

",-,
Woodland
The woodland should principally be managed by control of sycamore and

:, rhododendron and other non-native species and the encouragement of the ~

regeneration of naturaJ birch-oak woodland/wet woodland. Where safe to do
II so, dead wood should be left in situ for breeding birds, fungi and invertebrates

of dead wood habitats. Photographic monitoring should undertaken in each
compartment, to rcoord the development of the woodland structure,

I Community awareness and involvement
I The Recreation Ground and Village Hall are well-used community facilities
, for Rufford residents. The woodland provides a useful extension to this and an
~I opportunity t(') interpret the wider wildlife importance that Rufford boasts, The

proximity of the site to the local primary school adds further potential for
I involvement. Community wildlife tasks and events such as making and

checking nest boxes, litter picks, fungaJ forays, dawn chorus walks would help
engage locals; some of these could be done in association with other sites.

I

5.3 Attion Plan
(\

I 1. Habitat Management (see Habitat Management Map, Map Two)j (rbe habitat management actions alone have been assigned timescales/awropriatc rx:rinds and
, priorities, the other actioos will require nlore fundinpjdecision making or their prioritie£ ale less

I scientific ~ more subjective).. Remove all sycamore saplings and whips in bush laycr, (comptltments 1, 2, 4),
Priority 1.. be.\1 done in autunm when easy to identify. Roots will need removing.

i I I
! I

i . Remove all Turkey oak and Turkey oak hybri!k from field and bush layer
: (compartment 3).i Priority]: may need expertise to IdentifY these. can be marked In summer and removed in

I I ~inter.

I t . Removc rtlOOodendron (compartment 3 and 4).
I Priority J.. n long on going ~.,.nter task. Best to up root and remove all material off site,

II' Repeated visits to prevlou.f winter '.v .wte are required to ~ep a check on unwanted

regeneration.
i

I

I !

I
i

I I.
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~i ,
. T3ke regulAr I'hotographs of the site to infoJD1 monitoring and future management. t
Priority J: Pictures talrel1 from a ft).-ed point, durin8 cliflerent .reason.\" and e'Vl"ry jive years i
are usually the 11Wst u.reful

,2. Community Involvement :

. IncorlXJrate the woodland into events and acti~ities at the Recreation Ground and
~ Village Hall. ,

. Encourage links with local school through activities such :1.0; nest 00" monitoring.
I,. E~ entrance sign to welcome vi8itors to wood (Compartment I).. Erect guideplsts/waymarkers to clIBnneJ access through main~. \

., . Mainta.in a f~ng station for small birdq.. Involve community in ~'OOd1and tasks, such a.q clean lips, access imprt)vements and

clearing j~,
I' . Disseminate information about any changes to the woodJand to community through :~

pre~, newsleue~, leaflet drops ctc.
! T" . Consider a display about the wildlife value of Rufford's "ooo<fIands. I

i I'
, 3. Estate Services and Acress ' J

i . Monitor condition of boundary structures, I ~. Upgrade main ~th to BT Countryside For All "Urmn fringe and managed I 'landscapes" standam . This will enable \vheelchair access. .
: . Prune baclc trees to ensure clear walking tunnels (path shouJd be at least l2OOm wide I ;'

and 210Omm high at aU times). This is an issue for all compartments but of particular .'
relevance presently to Com~ent I,

I. Consider rench~ and/or picnic tables in the ofX'n ~S (Compartment 3). .
,I . Maintain any new signs, (X>sts and countryside furniture. I. Monitor and maintain ~th condition. ' S.

. Collect visitor statistics for sample periods. I "

I.
: 4. Legal and Administration
:

. Review and rcvisc management plan according to results of monitoring artd survey "
work.

". Undertake a tree safety audit on an appropriate timescale.
(" . Carry out monthly insJleCtions of footpatlls and structures, to identify risks and take

Iappropriate actions to prevent CXJ'OSUTc to these risks.
. Carry out annual safety audit of activities and ~ on the site. , .. Keep a log of all management activities aOO monitoring results, I. Ensure that a licence is obtained from the Forestry Commission for operations

Iinvol~;ng the felling of more than S ~c metres oftimrer in any one-cafcndar
quarter. II

. BT Countryside tor All Accesslbilit,- Standards - UIiJan Fringe and Managed ~apes: I: i
Pathsurface;HardandflTJD,with very few loo.o;e~onesImdnonebiggerthan IOmm. .

PathWidtJl;1200mm
Widthrestrictionsallowed:At least815mmfornomorethlm3~ alongpath;lOOOmmfornomorethNt "I60OnIDl along path,

Max. di$tance between pa.~~ng places: 100m (pa.'l.qing places should he 1300mm wide and 2CXXJmm Ions)
IMax ,djstance belwc:en re.q ~ (e.g ~): 200m

GtBdients: 1:20 I '
Max. slope BcroS8 path; 1:45 :

I,
Dominic Rigby September 2002 I
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