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SITE Rufford Recreation Ground (Wood)
GRID  SD469151

Natural ares Lancashire Piain and Valicys {copy milsched)
Character area Lancarshire and Amounderness Plain copy suached)
Local Anthorities West Lancachire District Council, Lancashire Connty Council

1.  SITE ASSESSMENT:
-

Size .9he (spprox )
Tenare The site is owned and managsd by Rufford Parish Council

o e

c General Information

s Location The site sbuts the westers tide of the A9, Livarpool Road, In
Rufford. Refford O%d Hall ix t¢ jts enst and the mature purdens of Flash Lans are to il
west, Ruffoed Park further west snd More Sands Wood Risther west aggrin,

= Description The Recrestion Grond Woodtand is decidooeas, of the oak and
birch types typical of the light acid soils that dearvirete the: Fancasbdre Plain

o Cudwral The: Recrestion Ground and s woodtand sre well usad by
reshdents, as an arca for quiet recrestion and dog walking

d Features of importance

A) UK Priority Species’habitats

The following occur regularly st the site and are sbject to UK Action Plans,
(Their designation &8 “Priodities” i the UK Fiodiversity Action Plam (BAP) means B special
Fonservalion offort is direcied towards therm, Designation doca nol secossarily mean they sre mee,
bt indicates a major conoott bt ctheir stmlws).

Specier  Breeding Sowg Thrugh, Bulifinch
Lhting site doring beceding season: Stacting, Hoase Sparrew
Qccastonally reconded on sitc: Lesser Spotted Wosdpecker, Spetted Flvonicher,
Willow Tit, Reed Bunting
Historical (reconded in last sen years but »g longer presens); Red Squiredl

flakitar:  Wet weodland (4 sl companment, cpl)
B) Comty BAP (Lancashire)

A regiomal extenslon i the UK BAP, u local BAP, hos been produced for Lancashire. The
following spocics and babitsts that occur in the Recreation Grownd woodlasd, ure sebject to Action
Flans in the Lancashire BAP and ere in sddition Lo fhoae in the UK Pin.

dpecier, Batr (the coumty plan considera all species of bt in 2 single pian)
Hadtos:  Broadiesved snd Mixed Woodland
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{Tn the spirit of the BAP, the weodland's importance should be seen a5 part of & larger tract of
largely deciduous woodiand extending from RudTord Otd Halt to Mere Sands Wood.).

<) Wildlife site

A) coupty level rites of wildiife importances that fall ootside neticomal importance, and thes satutary
protoctivg, arc Hstod x5 Blolngiont Heriteg: Sica (BHS). Featmres icading o a site being BHS
listed ase considerod dering developmend phacming proctdures. Fafford Fecreation Gromd does
ol mest the county criterts but in the conigoous Lind at Rifford Park is Histed (34 47MEDN, for
its mammah and purkiand and scattered trees. The Recrestion Gromnd shemld be viewed i a
baffer io thiz howd

Summary Description

Rufford Recreation Ground woodlnnd is a deciduous wood (NVC W10 and 16)
with an ozk canopy with birch, sycamore and beech, 2 bush Iayer of elder, holly,
rowan and related saplings and a field layer of bramble, ivy, soft rush and grasses
{Agrostris capillaris being the most abundant). At the southern ead 4 small
compartment of wetter wondland exists, with & willow and ozk canopy, eider bush
layer and n nettle dominated fiold layer. West Lancashire is one of the least
wooded districts in a sparsely wooded county. The Recreation Groend woodiand
forms an element of the district’s second largest woodland, when it is considered
as a part of a tract of broadleaved and mixed woodland that extends east to west
from Rufford Okd Hell to Mere Sands Wood, and Smithy Wood to the north,

The value of the site for visitors is high. It is accessible, adjacent to a welt-
used playing field and it abuts the Viltage Hall and itz car park. Map One defines
the menzgement compartments and is annotxted with brief descriptions of these,

Confirmation of Festures

= Sire

‘This is » small site, with the most valuable compartment (the Wet Woodland, cp
) only 0.15ha. This is probably insufficient to support visble populations of many
of the specialist piant and animal species associated with habitats, But the sitc is
en important buffer around more expansive wood and perkland and forms 2 useful
green corridor for species moving through the larger woodland unit.

b. Diversity

The woodland is comprised of two types of woodland. The Natronnl Vegetation
Classification types these most closely fit are W10 und W16, neither of these
types of woodland is associated with diverse flora and the small size of the wood
limits tha diversity of fauna,

¢. Nataralmess

The woodland represents an easentinlly artificial habitat. The occurrence of
mature beech, sycamore and rhododendron, with » specimen yew, indicate
planting of species not native to this area. Scveral of the cak trees are hybrids with
the alien Turkey onk and there are somé pure Turkey caks. The small wet
wouodland compartment however appears ko be A naturs] community.
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d. Rariy
Wet woodtand is UK BAP Priority Habitai. Woodland is uncommon in West

Lancashire. Severnl Red listed, UK Priority bird species occur on wite (see Section
1.dA)

¢ Fragllity

The woodland undersiorey in compartmen three is mostly species poor due in
part to the spread of the non-native and invasive rhododendron Without
intervention, the spread of rhododendron i likely to spread and sericusly deplete
the native fiors throughout the nreas of drier woodlend. The site is well squipped
ip cope with visitor pressure by the pravision of car parking facilities, footpaths
and u durable habitat.

I. Typicalness
The development of birch end onk woodland |5 typical of thet on weid soila in

West Lancashire, inchuding the canopy sycamore and understorey rhododendron,
which are sommon imtroductions to many woodlands in the region. The wer
woodland in compartment one is also typical of the regenerating damp copses on
the moxslands m the diswrict

#. Recorded Hitory
Unkpown.

h. Positlen in the Ecological/Geographical Unit
An previcnuly ascervained {Section 2), the Recreation Ground woodinnd forme an

element of the district"s second largest woodland that extends eust to west from
Rufford Ol Hall to Mere Sands Wood, and Smithy Wood to the north,

i. Pstential
The quality and structure of the woodland can be improved by continuat removal
of sycamore saplings and whips and of rhododendron.

The site has potentia! for increased use by residents and by visilors to Village Hall
functions. The flat and generally well-drained path through the woodland could be
up praded io sllow wheelchair use. The open aress in compartment 3 may be an
sppropriate spot for benches or similar countryside furniture.

j. Intrinsic Appeal

The woodland is small, but in places quite dense. This can give an imgreasion of
being in the wild without ever being far from facilities. This makes it an ideal
excursion for those not wishing to venture far, but wanting a taste of a (ypical
West Lancashire wood.

Factors Which Influence Or May Influence The Features Of
The Site

Intersal Natorul Faciont
1. The spread of non-native rhododendron wilt prevent the development

of a more natural wilddife-rich understorey.

P:2-11

o

- ——



:

ﬁl l

bl ]

2. The development of sycamore saplings o maturation wil! lead to the
closing of the canopy and eventual impoverishmant of tsh and field

layers.,

3. The long-term, natural succession of the wet woodland could lead to a

drying out and development into similar type of woodland in
compartment 2 and 3,

Map induced Factors

}. The site hus great potential for attracting smail mumbers of visitors.

2. Lack of resources ia fikely to be a limiting factor in equipping,
managing and interpreting the site.

External Factory
1 Impaet of litter and vandalism will detract from the intrinsic appesl.
2. Unnuthorised lighting of fires could endanger wildlife.

3. Grey squirrel have spread in West Lancashire and have been present in

Rufford since 1993,

4. Seed sources of non-native plants (sycamore, thododendron, horse
chestnut) from surrounding land.

3. Dumping of vegetative waste and inadvertent spread of rampant
garden escapes {e.p. Lamiadrum orgentanon in compartment 4).

Management Consiraints
1. Any conditions Inid down in the conveyance of the land to the Parish
Couneil,

2 A felling licence from the Forestry Cammission will be necessary for

any woadland operation involving the felling of more thag 5 cubic
metres in any one calendar quarter

3. The following specics relevant to the site are specifically protected
under the Wildlife nnd Countryside Act, 1981 (aa amended): all
species of bat {Schedules 5 and 6).

4. Under the Owner's Lisbility Act, the landowner must ensure that cvery
reazonable care is taken to remove any risks to both legitimate visitors
and fo trespassers on the site. Thiy includes ensuring that afl footpaths

or other constructions are safe, removing any hazardous ebjects and
conducting a safety audit in order to ientify any further hazards

5. Under the Health and Safety at Work Act, 1974, all operations on the
site must be undertaken by trained personnel, using methods and
equipment approved by the Health and Safety Executive, A safety
audit is also required.

Mapagement Ohjectives

Objectives

- Monitor and meintain the populations and diversity of notable breeding and

wirtering bird species.
Monitor and maintain any bat species.
Enhance the structure and wildhfe value of the woodland.

.
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¢ Increase community awareness of the value sie and encourage quiet
enjoyment and approciation.

5. Develop community invelvement with the site

& Fuifi! all legal xnd cther obligations.

81  Rationsle
Birdy
The notable bird speciea should benefit from good management of the
woodland, particularly the wet woodland (compartment t) and the largest
compartment of birch woodland (compartmant 4),

Bais

Meighbouring Rufford Park and nearby Mere Sands Wood are arguably the

g top bat sites in West Lancashire. It follows thai ihe woodland at the Recreation
-' Ground wilt be used by bais for foraging and that some of the older trees may

) host roosts. Monitoring will be required to confirm this.

Wosdiend

; The woodland should principatly be managed by control of sycamaore and
-l rhodedendron and other non-native species and the encouragement of the
regeneration of naturat birch-oak woodland/wet woodland. Where safe to do
s, dend wood should be left /v st for breeding birds, funii 2nd invertebrates
of desd wood habitats, Photographic monitoring should undertaken in each
compariment, to record the development of the woodland structure.

Community awarencss and involvement

The Recreation Ground and Village Hall zre well-used community facilities
for Rufford residenta. The woodland provides n usefinl extension to this and an
4 opportunity to interpret the wider wildlife importance that Bx:fford boasts, The
proximity of the site to tha local primary school adds further potentinl for
involvement. Commtunity wildlife tasks and events such ag making and
checking nost boxes, litter picks, fungal forays, dawn chorus walks would help
engage locals; some of these could be done in association with other sites.

) Action Plan

1. Habitat Management (sec Habitat Mznagement Map, Map fwo)
f {The habial manspezocat actions alon: have been, s ped tinescakssppeopriate periods and
" piorites, the ather actions will mquin: mare Runding/decision making or teir priorities are beo;
seientdfic and moee subdective).,
s Remove all sycunore saplings snd whips in brush leycr, (compsiatrments §, 2, 4),
Priority I best done I onitarirt when ey Fo identily. Roory wifl need removing,

|
!_ «  Remove all Turkey oak mad Turkey oak hybrids from field and bush layer

(compartment 13,
PriarityZ: mcy tead expartise lo Mennfy these, com be marked in simtmer and removed in

winler

}
1 s  Remove thododendron (compartment 3 and 4).

1 Pricrity 1! a long on going winter task Best to vp rood and remove all matertal off sk,
Repeated visitx o previous winler 's site ore raquired to brep o check an wmwanied
regensranon,

L T
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» Remove Bamboo (compartroend 3).
i . Prioeity X cem be dore amytime, only ane specimen.
Lh-r

+  Remove escaped Lomiastrum argentaturt (Compartmend 4).
Priority 1: utap, and onee uprooted amy regendvation needs io be remeved Immediate iy,

. e  Encoursge maturm regeeration of oak-birch-wavy hair gram woodland
g ! (compartment 4,

: Priarity 3. redwce tranpling ofFputh ond consider prolecting regeneroting rapfings If
robbil or deer damage I3 evident.

v Leave standing desd wood, where safe (a8 compartecnie).
Priovity I; but If decth wax by dyease it sprend is Bkrly remaval and specialist advice

should be soughl.

«  Prevent spresd of beech sapiings from compartironts 3 md 4.
Priority 2: may need iden&fiing in summer, but removal i oxturniwinter (less
distirbance ro feld Iayer}.

) +  Prevent munrient build up crused by cmping of grass cutfings mnc garden refiese (af]
- oompartmenix).
L Priority I: A common problem in residential areas, but needs keeping o top of

»  Prevent cotrient build up by restricting firc sitca {0 ons in compartment 2 aed one in

. compartmesy 4.
A Pricrity 1: fire siies (which showid only be active In awtumn/winter) will need marking

owi: weathorized fires showld be ramoved asap,

{compartmnt 1).
Pririty 2: @ UK Priorify species, ploniing in winter, with rabbit profection. a pood
community laxk,

t : ¢ Plant Hawthotn in the drier areas of the Wet Woodland, to encourage Bullfinches

+  Plant Garse for Bulifinches in the comidor betwoen the woodland and stonewall
whichrmupu:ﬂcltoﬁﬂrﬂihﬁdnmwhmﬁmwimuhyﬂqﬂmduuﬂm}

. { L2
L ’ Frierity 1 a UK Priority speciss, gorse petals are an imporiam food sowrce in early
ming.

»  Sowrce mry planting from Socal genetic slock.
Priority | permission could be granted i coillect saplings from foral sites.

! o Maintain s feoding station for simall birds (arget spocics: Bullfinch, House Sparrow,
; Starking, Reed Buntmg).
| BRI Priorty 2: Az muwch a community exerdes as a conservaiion one. Feeding could be
restricied fa Oct-Aar periad Would need to be topped vp dally.

e Erect (Ive smadi-hole nest boxes and clear out each year in February (four in
companment 4, ore in Compartment 1).

Pricrity 2: As much @ companify exercise av a corwervation ore. These compartmeniz

have the best-structured bech lavers.

»  Ligse with local bat gromp.
Priority 2- A basic survey. perhaps dome as o event (May to Aug best).

e Mrmitor populstions of UK BAP species histed in Section 1, above.
Priovity i+ Enciurage informed viStory to report interesting sghtings and keep o fog

—sbmdders
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Prtority 1 Pictures taken from o Axed point, Juring differcnt scasons and every ffve yeary

Take regulw photogrphs of the xite ic inform moniloaing end fistore mans gement.

are wiwally the mext usefil

2. Commwnity Involvement

*

LN B BN I

Tucotporate the woodland irto everrie md activitiet at the Recrostion Ground and
Village Hall

Encodrage lnks with bacal school thiough sctiviticr such o met box monitoring.
Erect entrance mign Lo wvdcome virllors o eood {Compantment 1)

Erect goideposta/wrymrkers b channe] sciess Usongh madn peth

Maixinin & Feeding stetion for small birds,

Invohae community in woodlard taalks, sech 2 cless ups, scoess improvenenty and
clearing jobe.

Dizacrninate information snout iy changes to Lhe woodland to community (hmoagh
press, newstotiers, leafled drope cic.

Consider o display sbout the wildlile vatus of Rnlfond's woodlands.

3. Eatate Services amd Access

Monitor condition of boundery sruchares.

Upgrade mzin path to BT Countryakde For Al “Urbean frivge st momsped
mdscmpes” damlird * This will enslde wheelcheir 2ocess.

Prunc back trees io enawre clear walking aamels (peth shownld be at lepst 1 200m wide
and }100mm high s all imes}. This iy an {esue for afl Compartments bl of particulsr
relnomee presently ta Compartment |

Consider benches andfor pionic tables in the open srcas (Compataten 3),
Maintain any hew signs, posts amt constryalde fareiture

Murivitor pred msletwin palb condition,

Collect viettor statistics for sample periods.

4. Lega) and Administration

Revicw mnd revisc management plan sccording 1o results of mondtoring nd ey
work,

Undertale o tree tafity pfit on mn spproprisse imescale,

Carry out monbdy inspections of footpeths and strochwes, to idestify risks and take
wppropriste actinens to prevent exposurr 1o these risks

Catty ourt anmigl safety swdit of activitics and procodures on the sile.

Kezp a log of all maars pment activities and manitoring resulis.

Ensure that & licence is obtained from Lhe Fovesty Comixtirn for operations
myeiving the felling of more theo 5 cubic metres of dmber e sy ooe-calendar
quarier.

* BT Cowntryuide for AN Accessibility Standards — Urban Frinpe and Munaped Eandacapes:
Tth purfince: Hagd s firm, with very Jow Jove stones mmd sone bipger thi 2 0mm:

Path Width; 100vmm

Wideh: restrictions aflowead At ket 31 S fod 20 moee thme 300 slong pidh; 1K0wmm For ae mone than
1 60mm aiong esth,

May, divince between paaing places: 100m (pusring placen sheudd be 1500wim wide wad 2000mm Jong)
vbarx . chistarnce: bt wasen cest mreas {e.g hewchy: 200m

Cradienty. 1130

Mwc dope scros path: |43

Dominic Rigby September 2002

- bl




